Swiss development cooperation in Central America by unknown
Switzerland’s support 
Switzerland has been involved in Nicaragua and 
Honduras for over 30 years, working in three the-
matic areas: economic development, governance 
and adaptation to climate change, and disaster 
risk reduction. The 2013–2017 strategy increases 
Switzerland’s financial commitment and sets new 
emphases in three areas. In Honduras, Switzerland 
will increase its involvement in violence prevention, 
including comprehensive police reform. Climate 
change adaptation measures will be enhanced and 
cooperation with the private sector intensified. In 
addition to the SDC, the State Secretariat for Eco-
nomic Affairs (SECO) also has a presence in Nicara-
gua with a programme to assist the finance ministry. 
Economic development: better prospects for 
small businesses
Small businesses are the backbone of the economy. 
In Central America the SDC supports rural value 
chains: coffee, cocoa, maize, beans, honey, agrot-
ourism, etc. By organising in associations, improv-
ing product quality and engaging in marketing ef-
forts, small farmers and small rural business owners 
have been able to boost their incomes. Moreover, 
some 2’000 new permanent jobs have been creat-
ed, about half of them for women. Furthermore, 
Switzerland is supporting efforts to strengthen small 
farming production cooperatives and working to 
provide occupational training and labour market in-
tegration for underprivileged youth.
Governance: lessening state fragility and 
better health through clean drinking water 
Switzerland is strengthening 20 rural communities 
each in Honduras and Nicaragua. Core objectives 
include citizen participation, improving services and 
community economic development. In Honduras the 
emphasis is on preventing violence, including long-
term police reform.
Swiss development cooperation has been work-
ing for over thirty years in Central America, 
with a focus on Honduras and Nicaragua. Sup-
port is provided for regional initiatives in the 
areas of economic development, governance 
and climate change, and natural disaster risk 
reduction.
Context 
Nicaragua and Honduras are the poorest countries 
in the region. But the two countries face different 
challenges: 
- Nicaragua has relatively stable institutions and is 
making progress in reducing poverty. Macroeco-
nomic policy is sound and displays continuity. The 
challenges lie in the area of governance. The political 
system displays authoritarian traits and the separa-
tion between party and state interests is blurred.
- In Honduras the struggle against poverty is stag-
nating. Central state institutions are weak and in-
security is very high even by regional standards. For 
example, Honduras has the world’s highest homi-
cide rate. Since 2013 Switzerland has increased its 
involvement in preventing violence and strengthen-
ing human rights, since there can be no lasting de-
velopment without security.
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Partners
Honduras
 › Swiss NGOs such as Swisscontact; Honduran 
NGOs such as the Alliance for Peace and Justice 
 › Geneva Centre for Democratic Control of Armed 
Forces DCAF
 › Ministries such as the Honduran Ministry of Secu-
rity, Honduran Ministry of Agriculture, the Associ-
ation of Honduran Municipalities
 › Multilateral organisations such as the UNDP, IDB
Nicaragua
 › Swiss NGOs such as Swisscontact
 › Ministries such as the Foreign Ministry, Ministry of 
the Family, Ministry of the Environment and Nat-
ural Resources
 › National Technological Institute
 › Multilateral organisations such as the UNDP, IDB
Budget 2014 by theme and source of funding 
(CHF million) 
SDC/Development Cooperation 37.0
SDC/Humanitarian Aid 2.7
SECO/Economic Cooperation 4.1
Total 43.8
Bilateral aid is implemented in equal measure in Honduras 
and Nicaragua
In rural areas Switzerland works to provide access to 
drinking water and electricity. 100’000 people have 
gained access to drinking water thanks to Swiss sup-
port, and seven out of ten people in these commu-
nities have improved their hygienic practices, thereby 
reducing the incidence of dysentery.
Climate change: disaster risk reduction 
through risk maps and territorial planning 
Climate change has increased the risk of devastat-
ing hurricanes and prolonged droughts. Through 
the creation of risk maps, territorial planning with 
the inclusion of river basins, and the sustainable use 
of natural resources, municipalities are supported in 
their efforts to adjust to the various consequences 
of climate change. By cultivating drought-resistant 
crops and building small dammed reservoirs, small 
farmers are better equipped to face dry periods.
Humanitarian aid
The presence of Humanitarian Aid enables Switzer-
land to respond quickly to humanitarian crises.
Multilateral cooperation
The SDC’s most important multilateral partners are 
the Inter-American Development Bank IDB (adapta-
tion to climate change in Nicaragua, security reform 
in Honduras) and the United Nations Development 
Programme UNDP (human rights, Honduras). 
Transversal theme: gender equality
Switzerland systematically implements its gender 
policy in all projects and works for equality between 
men and women. In Nicaragua Switzerland supports 
implementation of a new law to prevent and prose-
cute sexual violence against women.
Facts and Figures (Source: World Bank’s World Development Indicators 2013)
Better labour market opportunities for 
young people: The SDC is involved in 
occupational training.
Prevention of violence in Honduras: 
The SDC supports reforms to trans-
form the police into an institution close 
to the citizenry.
Water Committee of the municipality 
of Walter Calderón, Nicaragua: the 
SDC provided access to clean drinking 
water to 100,000 people.
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Nicaragua Honduras
Surface area 130’000 km2 112’000 km2
Population 5.870 million 7.755 million
Annual population growth (since 1990) 1.4% 2.0%
Life expectancy at birth: women/men 77.1 / 71.0 years 75.5 / 70.8 years
Adult illiteracy rate: women/men – 15.3 / 15.2%
Per capita GDP 1’587.2 USD 2'247.2 USD
Proportion of population living on less than USD 2 per day – 29.8%
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